
 

 

ECONOMIC AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT 
PARTNERSHIP 
18 OCTOBER 2022 
9.00 - 11.00 AM 
  

Present: 
Bob Collis, Chair of the ESDP (Chair) 
Gerry Barber, Chief of Staff for James Sunderland MP 
Adrian Davies, Department of Work and Pensions 
Simon Fryer, Fryer Commercial 
Olivia Fuller, Silva Homes 
Shelley Furey, Oxford Innovation Hub 
Sean Griffin, Partnership for Better Business UK 
Tim Griffith, Secondary Headteachers Representative 
Nancy Lalor, Learning to Work 
Chris Mansfield, Bracknell Forest Council 
Teresa Morten, DWP 
Lynda Perry, McKay Securities 
Peter Smith, Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce 
Dawn Thompson, ECITB 
Councillor Bob Wade, Small Business Champion 
Apologies for absence were received from: 
Nikki Burns 
Stephen Chown 
Georgina Hayward 
Andrew Hunter 
Stuart Jefferies 
Maria Sabey 
Andy Smith 
David Walton 
Sebastian Wright 
Also Present: 
Aaron Curtis, 3M 
Neil Edwards, Activate Learning 
Faith Everett, Climate Change, Bracknell Forest Council 
Debra Ferguson 
Anna Gration, Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce 
Aino Halla, Activate Learning 
Kiran Meka, Southampton University/Bracknell Forest Council 
Paula Robertson, Bracknell Forest Council 
Gary Scroby, Premier Education 
Cathy Wilkins, Stepping Stones Recovery College 

67. Welcome, Introductions and Apologies for Absence  
Bob Collis welcomed all to the meeting.  Each attendee introduced themselves. 

68. Action Points from Last Meeting  



 

 

The last meeting had been held on 3 May 2022 at Ocean House.  Cathy Wilkins and 
Bernadette Fisher from Stepping Stones Recovery College had presented the 
College’s work and Tom Woolven from Schroders had presented on the future of The 
Lexicon and The Deck.  
  
There was one action not covered by the meeting’s agenda that has been completed, 
which was that Dawn Thompson of ECITB had forwarded links on climate 
change/greening and carbon reporting for circulation to the attendees. 

69. Feedback from ESDP Summer Event  
Bob Collis had briefly described the ESDP’s Summer Event, Health in Work, which 
had been held on 20 September at South Hill Park in his latest Bob’s Blog.  It had 
been a very successful event, well received by around 60 delegates.  The guest 
speakers had been from BFC, Steeping Stones Recovery College and 3M.  There 
had been numerous display stands and an opportunity to take part in the lawn 
exercises.  Any feedback was welcomed, as well as suggestions for the next event to 
be held Spring/Summer 2023.  Bob thanked BFC for organising, South Hill Park for 
hosting and all who took part. 

70. Health and Obesity - Bracknell Forest Business  
Kiran Meka, the BFC Project Manager for the Whole Systems Approach to Obesity 
project, presented the research commissioned from Southampton University to study 
issues with obesity in Bracknell Forest and how to implement a system-wide 
approach to dealing with it.  Many local authorities had re-started their work in this 
area from the beginning as Covid had set back much of the progress being made.  
Addressing the early stages of obesity was a massive problem. 1 in 3 children in year 
6, 67% of adults and 21% of pregnant mothers were considered obese.  A 
Stakeholder Map and a 3 to 5 year Action Plan to include all stakeholders was being 
developed for the Borough.  It needed to become everybody’s business and support 
from businesses would be important to the success of the project. 
  
Action: Bob said that the ESDP would like to keep up to date with the project’s 
progress and, hopefully, Kiran would be able to update the members at a future 
meeting.   

71. Bracknell BID Update  
Sean Griffin gave an update on the recent projects that the BID had been working on, 
including EV charging, improvements to footpaths and lighting, cleaning of areas and 
the planned installation of way markers.   
  
He informed the meeting about the BID’s next Meet Your Neighbour Breakfast 
Meeting on 26th October and the BID’s Invest in Bracknell event to be held on 10th 
November at Waitrose’s Conference Centre.   

72. Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce Update  
Anna Gration gave a presentation on the Local Skills Improvement Plan (LSIP) being 
developed on behalf of the Thames valley LEP by the Thames Valley Chamber of 
Commerce (TVCoC).  The slides from the presentation were available to share.  The 
project would focus on skills needed by post 16 employees and put employers at the 
centre, articulating their needs and translating the demand for skills into training.  
Phase 2 would be to set up a Thames Valley Skills Unit with the current project 
completed by June 2023.  Action: Bob Collis suggested that the ESDP could meet 



 

 

with the TVCoC to discuss the overlap with the ESDP’s proposed Bracknell Forest 
Skills Hub. 
  
Anna also provided top line results from the Chamber’s last quarterly economic 
survey.  The largest independent business survey.  She advised that the Quarter 4 
survey was running until 7th November with results due on 17th November. 

73. Employment and Skills Subgroup Update  
Nancy Lalor gave an update on the work of the Sub-Group.  The last meeting had 
been held in September with the main focus of the meeting on the ESDP’s proposal 
for a Bracknell Forest Skills Hub, for which an application had now been made for 
funding through BFC and the UK Shared Prosperity Fund.  It was good to have 
representatives from Activate Learning, Stepping Stones Recovery College and the 
DWP at that meeting; all of whom would be important stakeholders in the Hub.  The 
Sub-Group was looking to revise its Work Programme and improve connections with 
the college and other local stakeholders and businesses. 

74. Infrastructure Subgroup Update  
Bob Collis gave an update on the Infrastructure Sub-Group’s work, focussing on the 
revision of the Work Programme.  This would now include climate change issues, 
particularly the need to support small businesses in how to address the need to 
reduce emissions and energy usage.  The group would work with BFC’s climate 
emergency team in developing support information for businesses and a conference 
on the topic was being planned.  The group had also identified the need to consider 
how infrastructure investment could have a positive impact on the local economy.  
Anna informed the meeting that the Chamber had a Climate Challenge Working 
Group and that SME’s were part of this.  Also, there were on-line carbon footprint 
calculators available. 

75. UK Shared Prosperity Fund Update  
Chris Mansfield gave a quick update on BFC’s application to the UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund.  He advised that BFC was still waiting to hear the outcome. 
  
Debbie Ferguson of BFC informed the meeting about the ‘Multiply’ project which was 
being funded by central government.  The aim was to increase numeracy in the 
population.  The 3-year project welcomed ideas for the development of bespoke 
learning programmes that were innovative and flexible.  The project would end in 
March 2025.  
Action: All to submit ideas. 

76. AOB and Date of Next meeting  
Chris Mansfield announced that the next BFC/ESDP business survey would be 
carried out early in November by Public Perspectives with the results ready for the 
next meeting.   
  
The next meeting was likely to be in February 2023.  The exact date would be 
confirmed. 

CHAIRMAN 


